The elective surgeon's personality and role confusion.
This study explores the interrelationships of certain characteristics associated with the elective surgeon's personality. Findings indicate that the very characteristics that distinguish the surgeon's expertise also make it difficult for him to accept the changes that have occurred in the spectrum of modern medicine and the resulting role confusion. Rather than reacting defensively or negatively, this work recommends that the surgeon take an affirmative, assertive approach to the problem.